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Rejoice! Give Thanks! 
Spring is a time of renewal and hope.  The beautiful 
Easter Season is the greatest sign of God’s love for us.  
We rejoice and give thanks that Christ is Risen.  So let 
us share our joy with others.   

Jesus Commissions the Disciples  

Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were 

sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack 

of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed 

those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to 

them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good 

news to the whole creation.” Mark 16:14-15 

The Pennsylvania Bible Society is privileged to be in its 
202nd year of fulfilling Christ’s commission.  For over 
201 years PBS has kept to its mission to distribute Holy 
Scripture to all who want to hear it, without note or 
comment, at an affordable price, or free of charge to 

those who cannot afford to purchase it.  We give thanks 
to God for all of you who make it possible for us to 
continue to share God’s Word. 
 

Scripture Distribution 
 

Welcome to all the new ministries who have become 
partners with us in spreading God’s Word.  These 
include:  programs for at-risk and low-income children, 
hospice care, hospitals, outreach, shelters, Bible study, 
children’s camps, teens, mentoring, jails and prisons.    
Here are excerpts from two recent letters from partners:   

“…we have been blessed by a matching grant from the PA Bible 

Society to purchase children’s study Bibles for the children in our 

After School Club (thanks to you, we are able to give a new Bible to 

every child who comes to our After School Club so they can continue 

to read at home the Bible story we shared in club that day).” 

Whosoever Gospel Mission 

 “I enlisted the help of the PA Bible Society in providing simple, easy 
to understand bibles that could help the refugees in my class to learn 

to read, understand more of the bible, be better able to understand 

the sermon and to feel more connected to the church community.  

Due to the Sunday school program, fifteen refugees were received as 

members to the church in early February…the blessings of seeing 

nine of the children baptized this past Sunday…On behalf of the 

refugees, the church and myself, I would like to thank the 

Pennsylvania Bible Society for your help in providing bibles…May 

God continue to bless your wonderful ministry!”                           

First Presbyterian Church of Allentown 

 

In 2009 ~ PBS distributed 325,000 items of Scripture  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Collection of Historic Bibles 
 
During our initial thirty plus years PBS printed a 
majority of the Bibles and New Testaments that were 
distributed, starting with the historic 1812 stereotyped 
Bible.  The publication of the 1812 Bible was aided 
financially, by various state and regional Bible 
societies, in acquiring the printing plates.  Upon the 
first printing runs of the 1812 edition, thousands of 
copies were sent all over the country for distribution.  
This practice of sending the Scriptures wherever they 
were needed in the country continued with all the 
editions printed during 1812-1841. 
 

Some of these editions have been rediscovered and 
acquired to be permanently placed in our growing 
historic Bible display at the Bible House at 7th and 
Walnut in downtown Philadelphia.  Aiding our efforts 
to expand our Bible collection, we have received very 
generous contributions of old Bibles dating back to the 
early 1800s from churches and individuals.  We want 
to express a special thanks to Historic Old St. George’s 
United Methodist Church, Broad Street Ministry, Amy 
and Ed Borer, and Shawn Hyska. 
 

                
         1816 New Testament                      1841 New Testament 
 

We are continuously looking for more Bibles to add to 
our collection, especially any items that we printed 
during our history (under the name “Bible Society at 
Philadelphia”, “Bible Society of Philadelphia” or the 
“Pennsylvania Bible Society”).  If you own any of our 
publications, we would be delighted to hear from you.  
Please consider donating any old Bibles in order for 
these pieces of history to be preserved.  Later this fall 
we hope to open this collection to the entire public 
during the Resource Center hours.  Please contact the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society Historian with questions 
at: history@pabible.org. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      

 
      
                                         

   

 
     

In Memoriam – Rev. Ken Hammonds 
 

On December 1, 2009 one of the shining stars of the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society, The Rev. Dr. Kenneth A. 
Hammonds, President Emeritus, passed away.  We 
are comforted knowing he is now part of the Church 
Triumphant, but yet this dedicated gentleman is 
missed tremendously by all who were blessed to have 
known him.  We offer our heartfelt sympathy to his 
devoted wife, Claire Schofield Hammonds, and to his 
brother, Thomas Hammonds, and all his family and 
friends.  You are in our prayers. 
 

Ken Hammonds was born in Bryn Mawr, PA (1919).  
He graduated from Girard College (1936) and earned 
degrees from Wheaton College (1942), Princeton 
Theological Seminary (1944) and Eastern Baptist 
Seminary (1962).  He was awarded an Honorary 
Doctor of Divinity from Beaver College in 1967. 
He served the Presbytery of Philadelphia for 26 years 
and from 1977 until his retirement in 1986 he was 
Executive Presbyter. 
 

Ken’s involvement with the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society began in 1986 when he became a member of 
the Board of Directors.  He served as President (1995 
to 1998) and was named President Emeritus in 1999. 
He was the first recipient of the Burns Award for 
outstanding service to the Society and was honored at 
the PBS Bicentennial celebration in 2008. 
 

After Ken became President Emeritus he stated at a 
meeting his hope that every Board member, and 
indeed every person who knew of the rich history and 
beautiful mission of PBS, would consider a bequest 
to PBS.  These heartfelt words were the seeds to the 
founding of the Robert Ralston Society. 
 

During Ken Hammonds’ tenure, his love of Scripture 
and his dedication to the mission were evident.  
When around 1990 the Board of Directors started to 
explore a redirection of the work of the Society, Ken 
was one of the visionaries who guided the return of 
PBS to its original focus.  The passion and intent of 
the early days of the Society were relit.  There was a 
rededication to providing Scripture materials to 
people in Pennsylvania and the surrounding areas, 
and wherever their ministries led them to share the 
Word.   This initiated a transformation that resulted 
in more Scripture distribution and engagement.  
 

Ken was an inspiration to PBS for many years.  His 
work on behalf of the mission of the Society meant 
that the most recent chapter in PBS history is one of 
increased dedication to sharing God’s Word. 
 
 
 

Robert Ralston - 1808 
 

Robert Ralston was the first Treasurer and a co-
founder of the Pennsylvania Bible Society.  He 
strongly emphasized fiscal soundness in the infant 
society and set up the mechanics for a permanent 
trust fund.  Through the generosity of early Society 
members who provided for PBS in their wills, this 
trust fund grew during the 19th Century and is 
primarily responsible for the continued existence of 
PBS today. 
 
 

Robert Ralston Society – 2010 
 

We have been good stewards of the legacy left us by 
Robert Ralston and the early members of the Society.  
We have existed because of their generosity, but in 
recent years it has become apparent that in order to 
ensure a vibrant mission deep into the 21st century 
and beyond, PBS, once again, needs to encourage 
current members to provide for PBS by bequest.  
Soon after Ken Hammonds challenged the PBS 
members to provide for PBS in their wills, the Robert 
Ralston Society was founded.  
 

Persons who make it known that PBS is included in 
their wills become members of the Ralston Society. 
When a bequest is completed, the name of the person 
is engraved on the Ralston Society plaque.  Plans are 
under way to have the plaque installed at the Bible 
House. Please contact Beverley Al-Greene (215-922-
6780) to learn more about the Ralston Society.  
 

 
 

Bible House Renewal 
 

The Bible House was built for the Society in 1853 
and has been in continual use since then.  At the last 
Board of Directors meeting it was decided to expand 
the use of the Bible House.   Using more of the Bible 
House for the work of the Society will allow easier 
access to Scripture materials.  In addition, plans for a 
Scripture Library and Historic Bible exhibit that will 
be available to members are in the beginning stages.  
The Bible House renewal is being launched in 
conjunction with the preparation for celebrating the 
200th Anniversary of the 1812 Bible (please see 
http://pabible.org/1812bible.html).  The printing from 
stereotyped plates of a Bible in 1812 by the Bible 
Society at Philadelphia (now the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society) allowed for wider distribution of Scripture.  
This type of printing had a lower cost and more 
Bibles were distributed with the funds available.  

 
 
 
 

 

 



Easter Season 2010             Good Tidings 

Membership 2010 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring Good News! .. 

So, faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the Word of Christ.”    
                 Romans 10: 15, 17 

                                                                          
Dear Friend in Christ, 
 
There are ministries and individuals that do not have the means to purchase 
the Scripture materials they need.  They turn to us to serve more of God’s 
children.  We need your help to make sure we are able to provide the Bibles 
and other materials that are needed.  Please consider becoming a member of 
the Bible Society so we can keep the Word of God alive and active in 
Pennsylvania and wherever Scripture is needed.  We pray you will be richly 
blessed for your part in sharing the Word of God. 
 
Since its founding in 1808, the Pennsylvania Bible Society has relied on its 
members for spreading the Good News throughout the state and beyond.  As a member, we encourage the sharing of 
God’s Word by allowing each of our members to refer ministries for grants and to designate one Bible for individual 
outreach.   You will receive a 10 percent discount in our Scripture Resource Center for gift and study Bibles.  Your 
membership gift also entitles you to a Scripture calendar and Daily Bible Reading Guide.  Church/Organization 
Membership entitles the church or organization to receive our Daily Bible Reading Guides shipped at no charge, in the 
quantity needed. 

 

Please join us in our 202
nd
 year 

 

Individual Membership Levels: 

 
Booster Sponsorship - $18.08                                                                                           
Individual - $25                                                                                                  
Family - $50                                                                               
Supporter - $100 
Scripture Associate - $200 
PA Bible Society Patron - $1,000 

 

Church/Organization Membership Levels: 

 
Small Church/Organization  
        (less than 200 congregants) - $50       
Large Church/Organization  
        (200 or more congregants) - $100     
Partner Church - $250 or more 

 

See the enclosed Membership Envelope to become a member today! 
 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Call for Volunteers! 
 
There are many ways to support the Pennsylvania Bible Society and one of them is in the 
giving of your time and skills to help us further advance the spreading of God’s Word to all.  
Help is always needed in distributing Scripture at events, aiding in the operation of the 
Scripture Resource Center (Tuesday through Friday), graphics design, or any other skill you 
would like to offer.  If you are interested in exploring opportunities to volunteer please email 

us at: volunteer@pabible.org or call the office at: 215-922-6779.  
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PA Bible Society 

Board of Directors 
 

Officers  
Ammon K. Graybill, Jr., President 

Kathryn S. White, Admin. VP 

J. Stephen Woodside, Esq., Eastern VP 

A. Louis Denton, Esq., Treasurer 

Mary Kay Greenwood, Asst. Treas.  

Sr. Louise Alff, Secretary 

 

President Emeritus 

Jack C. Briscoe, Esq. 

                                                                                        

Members-at-Large 
Jeffrey S. Briscoe   

Garry Cobb                  

Ree Enlow 

Bishop C. Milton Grannum                    

Rev. Robert L. Hargrove   

William P. Leonard  

Rev. Daniel D. Ressetar  

Daryl E. Thomas     

Rev. William White 

 

Executive Director 
Beverley J. Al-Greene 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Resource Center 
Marinell G. Roberts, Mgr. 

Shawn Hyska, Webmaster; Historian 

Kathleen McAvoy, Coordinator 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.pabible.org 

 

To receive this newsletter via email 

indicate it on your membership 

envelope or send an email to: 

pbs200@pabible.org. 

 

 -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   

America’s 1
st
 Bible Society - Fulfilling Scripture Needs Since 1808 

 

Pennsylvania Bible Society 

701 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

 

  
 

 
 

Scripture Resource Center  
701 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 ~ 215-922-6779 

E-mail: pbsmgr@aol.com ~ FAX: 215-922-1825 

   

10:30am to 3:30pm – Tuesday through Friday 
 

If you are looking for affordable Bibles or other Scripture materials for yourself, your 
church, a special event, or as a gift, visit or call our Scripture Resource Center located on the 
street floor of the Bible House across from Washington Square in historic Philadelphia. Our 
staff will help you locate the particular items you need.  They can also assist you in placing 
an order for shipment or delivery throughout the country.   
 

Featured Items 
Gospels of John: 
Large Print ~ NIV ($1.00)     GNT ($2.00)     KJV ($2.00) 
Pocket Size ~ Special PA Bible Society Printing ($.50 cents each) 

                                                                 
              KJV Pocket Gospel John                                                       NIV Pocket Gospel John 
 

Special Features: 
#121195     United as One – in celebration of Marriage (CEV) – set of 25 
   Appropriate for wedding favors 
#121234     Children are a Heritage of the Lord (KJV) – set of 10 
   Announcing the arrival of a newborn 
#121236     Children are a Gift from the Lord (CEV) – set of 3       
#120330      A Time Like This – Story of Esther with study helps (CEV) 
   $2.75 each – limited supply  
 

Insignia Bibles ~ Army, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, Police, and Firefighters  
   editions available - $17.00 

 

Special Bibles and Scripture Materials are available for Graduations, Baptisms, 
Weddings, First Communion and Vacation Bible School. 

 


