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"Bible Ambassador:"
Spearheads Free Bible
Campaign to Needy

A concept originally introduced by past PBS
president James Knox, the Bible Ambassador
program never got off the ground due to Jim's
untimely death in 2002.

With headquarters located in downtown
Philadelphia, and a small staff of three, PBS did
not have the resources to evaluate the need for
scripture of the many thousands of churches
and various ministries and shelters in
Pennsylvania.

Normally we got the word for scripture need
by word-of-mouth, and usually it was an
emerging ministry we would have been aware
of if we had a more extensive "grass roots"
knowledge of the neighborhood or locality.

A short list of some agencies we helped by
virtue of "word—nf—_mt_:uuﬂf idenﬁﬁcaﬁor]: i

A Bible Ambassador Living in the
neighborhood of St. John Bosco Parish would
have informed PBS of the need and it would
have been met much sooner.

PBS needs a multitude of Bible
Ambassadors keeping aware of their
neighborhood's scripture requirements, and
reporting those needs to headquarters. Through
this, we can move closer to the goal our
founders had in mind when they set up PBS in
1808: to provide scripture to eve rson w
w it. at a low cost or free-of-charge if that
person could not afford to buy it.

Being an active Bible Ambassador requires
little of your time. Just being aware of what's
happening in your neighborhood - anything
related to scripture need such as those
illustrated above - and reporting that need to
PBS - will create a spiritual alert calling for the
need to be met. If you are interested in
becoming a Bible Ambassador, use the
enclosed envelope or call Beverley Al-Greene
at 215-922-6779.

Outstanding Service Award

At its September meeting, the PBS Board of
Directors presented to John Bums a special
plaque providing for the annual recognition of
any Christian - a Board member, a Staff
member, a member of the Society or a
member of the general public, who has
demonstrated outstanding service to the cause
of spreading God's Word through the scripture
mission set up by the PBS founders in 1808.

The award is named "John J. Bums Award"
in recognition of Bumns 15 years service to
PBS. He was mainly responsible for the move
that gave PBS its administrative independence
from the American Bible Society.

Burns formally retired on June 30, 2005,
turning his duties over to Beverley Al-Greene,
Associate Executive Director since 2004.

The criteria for making the award have not
been formally set up and approved by the
Board. They will include various considerations
such as length of time in service to the Bible
mission, the nature of service - actively
involved as a Board member, Bible
Ambassador, contributor, church leader, etc. -
and a publicly recognized Christian who has
made special contribution to the Bible Cause.
The award will be present annually.

Beverley Al-Greene helps John Bums hang the
Outstanding Service plaque honoring his 15 years of
sarvice. Plaque has 18 spaces for future recipients of
annual Outstanding Service awards.
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A recent review of the Society's By-Laws
revealed a problem which had gone unnoticed
for years. Owing to the confusion caused by the
75 year old administrative alliance with the New
York based American Bible Society, the PBS
By-Laws, as they were written, discouraged long
term service of able and devoted Board
members.

Originally, the provision was inserted to
prevent a “clique” or power group of Directors
from "taking over” the Society administration.
This never came about, even though a number
of Directors, contrary to the By-laws, were
continually reelected to Board membership and
served with distinction and dedication.

To resolve this "technical” problem and to
bring the actual practice of elections in line with
the outdated By-laws, a change was made to
allow a member who had served two
consecutive three-year terms to be electedto a
third term if the member was so nominated by
the new Nominating Committee and approved by
a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.

No man hath seen God at any time, the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared him.

And this is the record of John, when the
Jews senrt priests and Leviles from
Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?

And he confessed and denied not; but
confessed, | am not the Christ.

Elijah? And he said, | am not. Ari thou that
prophet? And he answered, No.

Then they said unto him,Who ari thou, that
we may give an answer io them that sent us
What sayest thou of thyself?

He said, | am the voice of one crying in the
wildemness, make siraight the way of the
Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah.

JOHN: 1: 18-23 (KJV)

“Free™ Bible Campaign

Reports Progress

Board member Jerry Rohrbach, Chairman of
the campaign to provide 200,000 free Bibles by
PBS Bicentennial celebration year in 2008,
reported at the fall Board meeting that PBS
Board members had pledged $19,300 to date.
"With this demonstration of support from the
Board members, we stand a good chance of
getting major help from the several foundations
we have approached,” Jerry reported.

He added,"We also need the financial
support of the general Christian public in
recognition of the two hundred years of service
PBS has made to the Christian commuhity. It
was, after all, PBS which started the Bible
movement in the United States, and, in a sense,
every American Christian owes some small
measure of appreciation to PBS for this
significant founding fact.”

ANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THIS
EFFORT CAN DO SO BY USING THE
ENCLOSED MEMBERSHIP ENVELOPE..









